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Wheels of a
Century

THE LAKE FOREST/
LAKE BLUFF CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
PRESENTS A “THEN &
NOW” CAR SHOW.

BY SHERRY THOMAS
THE NORTH SHORE WEEKEND

According to a 1961 book about Lake Forest
history written by Edward Arpee, Arthur
Farwell (one of the J.V. Farwell boys) became
the talk of the town right around 1900 by bring-
ing the first automobile (a black Winton) to
Lake Forest.

Horses bucked, shied, and became unmanage-
able as the “new vehicle chortled and roared
with the deafening sounds of a threshing
machine."The horseless carriage had arrived and
life as the people of Lake Forest knew it would
never be the same.

On Sunday, October 13, the Lake Forest/
Lake Bluff Chamber of Commerce, the City of
Lake Forest, and an advisory committee of “auto
enthusiasts” will pay tribute to the role motorcars
have played in local culture for more than a
century.

Titled “Then & Now," the show will include
vintage cars that will be displayed among the
most enviable modern collectibles of today. Mark
Litzsinger's 1935 deep red Packard Twelve will
be there, as will Claude and Audrey Ohanesian's
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SPECTACULAR STYLES

NEXT MONTH’S ANTIQUES + MODERNISM WINNETKA SHOW IS THE ULTIMATE
DESTINATION FOR INTERIOR DESIGNERS, SHOPPERS, AND COLLECTORS.

BY MONICA KASS ROGERS
THE NORTH SHORE WEEKEND

When meeting antique dealer Lee Thinnes at her
1930s Mediterrancan house in Winnetka to talk
about design, one thing is clear—she's at home in
her work and at work in her home.

“I've always loved collecting furniture and art from
different eras,” says Thinnes, gesturing with a grace-
ful sweep of the arm. “Pulling it all together to create
beautiful vignettes is one of the best parts.”

Thinnes' foyer alone is a pastiche of different
decades, styles, and textures that work well together
in scale and form—harmonizing where they should
and contrasting to add surprise and interest elsewhere.
At the center of the room there is a 1980s Lucite
table topped with a 19th century French ironwork
urn. Beyond that stands a 1930 mirrored chest of
drawers with original crystal pulls. A 1970's French
Curtis Jere raindrop mirror has a place on the wall,
with Samuel Margolies 1930's aquatint “Builders of
Babylon" farther over. And suspended above all? An
original 1950s Venini crystal chandelier.

The vignette is the perfect visual for a November
8 panel discussion Thinnes is giving with two more
experts (New York designer Timothy Whealon and
East-Coast antiques dealer Gary Sergeant) at the
upcoming Antiques + Modernism Winnetka Show,
a fundraiser for Winnetka Community House.
Events kick off November 7 with a preview party
followed by two days of speakers November 8 and
9. Moderated by Dara Camponigro, editor of luxury
design magazine, The Bulletin, the November 8 talk—
titled “D2 // Designers and Dealers: A Collaborative
Combination to Style and Design"—will give expert
insight on how to successfully design spaces that
combine different styles, genres, eras, and aesthetics.

Thinnes and her colleagues say they are excited
about cvolutions they've scen as designers explore
fresh ways to merge old with new in interiors.

“Many people have a lot of emotional attachment
to or very nostalgic memories of homes they grew
up in as children so they may have natural affinities
for a certain genre, or collections of family heirlooms
in their home. You need to be very considerate of
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that as you develop an interior,” says Thinnes. “But
even in this situation, clients usually want to freshen
things by adding abstract art or modern elements
to brighten and lighten what otherwise would
make for a dark and heavy interior.”

Whealon says while there are things that are
appropriate to certain building and architectural
styles, nothing is more boring than too much of
the same thing. “If you have a beautiful collection
of finely crafted English furniture with the patina
of age, for example, I love the juxtaposition of that
next to more modern works of art that add light
and interest,” he adds.

Sergeant agrees: “A lot of antique furniture today
can be made more comfortable for a 21st century
application by adding a new fabric or finish,” he
says. “If you add a fresh fabric, it can really bring
the life into a piece. I think that is one of the best
ways to incorporate old with new. There are so
many fabulous new fabrics out there right now
that can be used to upgrade a piece.”

Color is also having a resurgence, a trend likely
to impact both fabric and finishes.

“We lived through the whole Restoration Hard-
ware phase where everything was monotone and
neutral,”Whealon explains. “But now people want
more vibrancy and vitality in their homes.”

In addition to adding fresh textiles, as Sergeant
and Thinnes noted, Whealon suggest mixing glass
and metal, lacquering ceilings, and bleaching or
painting furniture.

“For example, one of my clients had a set of
Regency dining room chairs that weren't adding

anything to the interior in which they were placed,”

he adds. “We had them engine-sprayed, as you
would a car. That gave the chairs a fabulous high
gloss, still keeping the original brass details and
beautiful lines of the chairs.”

Other trends the three cited include the use of
rustic or weathered architectural elements—such
as doorways, window frames, and weathervanes—
to create a different sensibility in a room. “Surface
and texture are always to be considered,” says
Sergeant.

Maximalism—the “more is more is more” design

trend recently favored by Gucci, is happening. So
is the resurrection of nostalgic 1950s and early
1960s room compositions popularized by Dorothy
Draper and Sister Parish.

But whatever the approach to blending old with
new design elements in a home, all three experts
stressed that homeowners should “buy what you
love” and talk to their designers about prefer-
ences.

“What makes you smile? What do you gravitate
to? There has to be a connection between you and
the piece of furniture or art for it to work in your
interior,” says Sergeant. “Buying what your like,
what appeals to your aesthetic is crucial in devel-
oping an interior environment that’s really you
and not a museum of collectibles.”

To this end, all three
say they appreciate it
when people bring in
tear sheets from mag-
azines, mood boards,
and Pinterest pages of
the designs, color
schemes, clothing, in-
teriors, and even
natural landscapes that
they love.

“Don't let somebody
clse dictate what you
should buy—includ-
ing your designer—
unless you absolutely
love it. If it doesn’t
appeal to your aesthetic or
lifestyle, why buy it?" sums Sergeant.

To get the most out the Antiques + Modernism
Winnetka Show, it helps to have a game plan.

“If you are at the show with interest in buying
things that are more decorative, rather than ex-

pensive antique collectibles, just buy what you love,”

Whealon advises. “See what catches your eye, and
don't overthink it if it’s not an expensive purchase.
Oftentimes your gut and your initial emotional
response to an object are the best test. But if you
are buying as a collector, be sure to do your research
before making a purchase.”

To begin, all three suggest doing a quick walk-

NEWS

Selections from the 2018 Antiques + Modernism Winnetka Show

through of the show.

“Choose a few things that you like. Revisit them.
Strike up a conversation with the dealer. Ask why
they have that piece, what's important about it. Is
it just pretty or does it have historical value?” says
Sergeant.

“Try to visit the show several times during the
weekend," adds Thinnes, “to build a better relation-
ship with the dealers, and to understand the history
behind the pieces you are interested in. Remem-
ber that dealers have a wealth of sources all over
the world, and if they know what you are looking
for they may be able to find pieces for you that

aren't even at the show.”

This year's Antiques + Modernism Winnetka
show kicks off with a preview party Thursday,
November 7, including scasonal food and cocktails
and carly access to the show. Tickets for this are
$150 in advance, and include three-day admission
to the show. Proceeds benefit the nonprofit Win-
netka Community House's diverse educational,
cultural, social, and recreational opportunities.

For tickets and other information, wvisit thewin-
netkashow.com.
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Packard Super Eights (a yellow Convertible
Coupe and a black foreign bodied Sedanca
D'Ville).

Brian and Joan Maxwell’s super sporty Jaguar
XK150 is also expected, sharing Lake Forest
streets with new Ferraris, Lamborghinis, and
another one you won't want to miss—Rob and
Rosemary Troxel's modified green 1941 Packard
touring sedan with air conditioning (a local fa-
vorite on hot humid summer days).

“The list goes on. If there is to be a celebration
of a century of motorcar excellence, Lake Forest
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touring sedan

is the place to do it,” says John
Maxson, who is co-chairing the ad-
visory committee with Ed Russ.

Left: Mark Litzsinger’s 1935 Packard Twelve. Above: Claude and Audrey
Ohanesian’s Sedanca D*Ville. Right: Rob and Rosemary Troxel’s 1941 Packard

7.

Committee members represent a
variety of cars including Exotic, Classic,
Pre-war Production, British, Brass and

racing cars. Held at the West Lake Forest Train
Station from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., the inaugural event
will also include family activities, live music, food,
and other entertainment provided by the Lake
Forest Parks & Recreation Department and local
businesses.

Admission is free. The antique and classic car
component will be non-judged, invitation only,
with two awards presented: Mayor’s Cup and
People’s Choice.

For more information, visit lflbchamber.com.
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